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Sunday, May 2nd 
11:00am 

 

First Communion for our fifth graders will 

be celebrated at their own service on Sun-

day, May 2nd at 11:00am. This service will be 

streamed on YouTube, so extended family 

and friends may share in their First Com-

munion.   

 
 

The Seder Meal will take place on Saturday 

evening, May 1st at 6:30pm. This is an  

opportunity for parents and students to  

experience the Old Testament historic meal 

at which Jesus shared the First  Communion 

with his disciples.  
 

   Those receiving First Communion are: 
 

    Hayden Grunlund Jayda Marchetti 

    Kelsie Haelterman Ehlena Nieschulz 

    Chace Jungles Kaitlyn Peterson 
    Bryce Johnson Caylee Shogren 

    Kristina Kreh Emily Strickler 

     
     

We would also like to thank the instructors, 

Karen Baij and Jan Buckman, who helped 

prepare our fifth graders the past several 

weeks for this special moment in their faith 

journey. 

 

       Faith Stepping Stones 
 

I’m sure some of you are familiar with our  

Faith Stepping Stones program. But for 

those who aren’t or just need a refresher, 

this is for you. 
 

During First Communion our 5th graders 

receive a wooden cross with 3 beads. By 

the time they graduate they will have a to-

tal of six beads. Each bead represents a 

milestone in their faith life.  
 

Below is a list telling what each bead repre-

sents, along with the cross symbolizing 

First Communion. 
 

 Your Baptism 

 Entering Sunday School 

 Receiving your Third Grade Bible 

 Beginning Confirmation  

 Your Confirmation Day 

 Graduation  
 

It is our hope that this 

cross will be a constant 

reminder of God’s love 

for them as He guides 

and directs them 

through their life. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Church Picnic will be Sunday,  

August 8th, 2021 at City Park! 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Sunday May, 16th 

         9:00am 
  

Baccalaureate Sunday will be May 16th at the 

9:00am Worship Service. 

 

We recognize the achievements of each of 

our high school seniors as they continue on 

with college or career plans. We wish God’s 

blessings on each of them and pray that He 

will guide and direct them in the years 

ahead.   
 

Please join us in wishing them well.   

 

Gabriel Celello Macy Edwards 

Christina Englund Bennett Klossner 

Mya LaFreniere Nolan LaVarnway 

Alyssa Mendini Jaedyn Pratt 

Dominic Schinderle Josie Scott 

 

If you have a senior we have missed, please 

contact the church office. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Once in a while, things are “magically” done 

around the church. Major needs and minor 

needs, needs we didn’t even realize we had, 

all deserving attention and care, get put on 

the back burner. Suddenly *poof* one day, 

the task has been accomplished! Some anony-

mous, good, and faithful servant has humbly 

fulfilled a need of the church. There are many 

people deserving a “thank you” for checking 

items off the church’s to-do list.  

 

One person, however, stands out as a sort of 

Fairy Godmother. She has done God Club & 

children’s sermons, made surface repairs to 

the baby grand in the Fireside Room, made 

several rounds of outreach to shut-ins and 

seniors since the pandemic started (most re-

cently Easter bags), and this is truly only a 

fraction of the ways she continually makes 

Our Saviour’s Lutheran a better place.  

 

WE THANK GOD FOR YOU,  

JOY NASI!  
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Last month in the Carillon we included a 

little article on the actual Carillon we have 

here at church. It has been requested to 

provide more information about interesting 

things around the church, their history, 

where they came from. If you have any ideas 

about something that should be featured, 

please let us know in the church office. 

 
This month we are going to feature the two 

stained glass windows in the foyer. One is a 

memorial to loved ones by Mrs. W.B. 

Thompson. The other window is in honor of 

Rev. Gustav A. Danielson, pastor here from 

1929-1939. Our Saviour’s was the only con-

gregation Pastor Danielson ever served, as 

he was called to be a regional director by 

the Augustana Lutheran Synod in Chicago. 

He was seriously injured in an automobile 

accident, but he ignored health problems 

and continued working hard for the church 

both here and in Chicago. On December 9, 

1939, after surgery for his injuries, he died in 

Chicago. 

 

At the top of this window is the Luther Seal 

or Luther Rose. It is a widely recognized 

symbol for Lutheranism. Martin Luther saw 

it as an expression of his theology and faith, 

and which he used to authorize his corre-

spondence. From Luther’s own writings 

about the seal: “…Such a heart should stand 

in the middle of a white rose, to show that 

faith gives joy, comfort, and peace.”  

 

The lower half of the window boldly states 

the “Solas.” 

 

A sinner is justified by grace alone (sola gratia) 

through faith alone (sola fide) for the sake of 

Christ alone (solus Christus), a truth revealed to 

us in Scripture alone (sola Scriptura). 

This was Luther’s bold proclamation and ex-

presses the tenant of our faith here at Our 
Saviour’s Lutheran. 
  

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lutheranism


This window depicts the church at Witten-

berg, where Luther nailed his 95 Theses on 

October 31, 1517 – symbols of the Refor-

mation and birth of our Lutheran faith. Be-

low it are the pen, ink, and paper used in 

writing this historic document. 

 

“Luther taught that salvation and, conse-

quently, eternal life are not earned by good 

deeds but are received only as the free gift 

of God's grace through the believer's faith in 

Jesus Christ as redeemer from sin.” 
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, 

 May 23rd 

11:00am 

 

 
On Sunday, May 

23rd at 11:00am our eighth graders will 

affirm their  baptismal vows. This service 

will be streamed on YouTube, so ex-

tended family and friends may share in 

their Confirmation.   

 

As a congregation, we can keep their faith 

walk in our prayers.  Each confirmand will 

receive a Teen Life Application Bible and 

Thrivent metallic wall cross, along with a 

bead for their cross, representing their 

completion of Confirmation. 
 

Confirmands are: 

 

Clara Anderson Cole Baij 

Anna Bortolini  Samuel Chartier 

Eden Janousek  Evan Mendini  

Addyson Shogren       Morgan Sleik 

Audrey Veale  Ava Weecks 
  

These students have completed a three 

year program that led them through the 

Old and New Testaments of the Bible,  

Luther’s Small Catechism, and a Disciple-

ship Unit of Prayer, Scripture, Worship 

and Stewardship. We welcome and en-

courage them to become active in the 

adult mission and ministry of our church. 
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Mark Moraska (church custodian), Pastor 

Paul Strom, Christina Maki (recording secre-

tary), Dr. Toby Carlson, Doug Luoma, 

Todd Veale, Tania Taff, Linnea Marchetti, 

Jason Roell, Kris Kreh, Jason Anderson 

(from Thrivent), Jim Meier, John Reed, Jaeme 

Kaski, Bionca Nattiel (from Northpointe), Jan 

Buckman, Bruce Buckman, Bev Wadke  
 

Action 
 

 Direct proceeds of Arlene Flom’s IRA 

directly to ELCA Hunger, as she wished 

 

 Put the proceeds of Arlene Flom’s life 

insurance policy into an FPDA with 

Thrivent Financial 

 

 Authorize Kris Kreh, as council presi-

dent, and Pastor Paul Strom to be sign-

ers for the documents necessary for 

processing Arlene Flom’s bequests 

 

 To hold the Seder meal: catered, pre-

packaged, and self-served as much as 

possible to cut down on contact. Fami-

lies not to be charged at all and this ex-

pense will be paid for by the proceeds 

from the Trepp Family Interest that is 

designated for youth activities. 

 

 

 To hold special services in May – for 

First Communion on May 2nd at 11am, 

and for Confirmation on May 23rd at 

11am. This will be in addition to the 

regular 9am service. Baccalaureate Sun-
day will be held during the regular ser-

vice time of 9am on May 16th and there 

will not be an additional service that day. 

Both services (9am & 11am) on May 2nd 

and May 23rd will be live streamed.  

 

 To continue with COVID-19 proce-

dures, with no changes 

 

 Authorize OTIS to perform a Full Load 

Safety Test of elevator in 2021 for 

$3,270 

 

 Accept the bid from Northern Restora-

tion for tuck pointing and stabilization of 

the steeple for $36,950 

 

 To direct the money raised from Easter 

flowers to go for camperships 

 

 To hold the council picnic during the 

regular August council meeting time 

 
 

Information 

 

 Committee to be formed during the 

next council meeting for fundraising for 

the roof  

 

 RoseAnne Aman to present about her 

prison ministry at next council meeting 

 



 

 Summary report of attendance will be 

handed out starting next council meeting 

 

 First Communion – May 2nd 

 

 Baccalaureate Sunday – May 16th 
 

 Confirmation – May 23rd  

 

 Church Picnic confirmed for Sunday, Au-

gust 8, 2021 at City Park 

 

 Our Saviour’s 100th Anniversary – 2023; 

committee to be formed and begin 

meeting in May 

 

 Pastoral Acts for March 

Member Received – 1 

 Bonnie Pietrantonio 

Member Confirmed -  1 

 Mya Watkins 

Members Removed – 6 

 Ernest & Pamela Larson 

 Jamie, Nikki, Aryana, & Zaeda 

  Bowers – transfer request 

 Funerals – 2 

  Muriel Beaulier  

  (funeral to take place in June) 

  Arlene Flom 

 
    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are approaching 

the end of the school 

year!  We are so very 

thankful and blessed 

that we have been able 

to stay in the class-

room.  It has been so 
much fun and rewarding to see the growth 

in both of our classes this year.  We truly 

have amazing children at Shepherds.   

 

We have finished with the alphabet, and our 

numbers, the remaining time we have will 

be a review of all that we have learned.  Our 

Bible focus this month is on Prayer. God is 

always with us, when we are scared, wor-

ried, need help, all we need to do is pray.  

 

Our Pre-K class has just finished with par-

ent/teacher conferences, it was so nice to sit 

with the parents and talk about the progress 

made this year.  With our Covid restric-

tions, the parents have not been coming into 

the classroom, so for them to see the room 

and all we do was a joy. 

 

Because of the Covid restrictions that are 

still in place, we will not be having our Spring 

Program this year. We have been practicing 

songs, and will record the children singing, it 

will be posted on our Facebook page.  Be 

sure to watch for that! 

 

We have a few spot left in our Pre-K (4-5 yr 

old) class for next year, and also some open 

for our Preschool (3-4 yr old). If you need 

registration papers please contact the 
church office or 

email shepherdspreschool@gmail.com 
 

mailto:shepherdspreschool@gmail.com


 

May Birthdays 

  1 Jennifer Holmes 

  2 Chris Hallenbeck 

 Sarah Harris 

 Madison Jungles 

 Adam LaFave 

 Rachel Schroeder 

 Edward Theisen 

 Dodie Wagner 

  3 Jeff Plonke 

 Izabella Roell 

  4 Barb Hill 

 Nolan LaVarnway 

  5 Eric Deyaert 

 Kristine Schroeder 

  7 Jean Hill 

 Mckenzie Metras 

  8   Amber MIller 

  9 Matthew Opolka 

10 Milton Hill 

11 Bryce Conery 

 Evan Kruppstadt 

 Don Nurmela 

 Danielle Theisen 

 Karen Usitalo 

12   Wyatt Jungles 

13 James Chartier Jr. 

 Alison Metras 
 Elijiah Reed 

14 Danielle Conery 

 Christina Englund 

 Glen Johnson 

 Phyllis Laurila 

 Brandon Lindholm 

 Peggy Watt 

 Katarina Hanson 

15 Anja Bradley 

16  Ranee Monette 

 Abbey Ohlsen 

 Shane Swanson 

       Kathy Wilson 

17 Wyatt Caylor 

       Spencer Slade 

 Luke Theisen 

 Luke Truscott 

 Olivia Truscott 

 Ron Weide 

 T.J Pietrantonio 

18  Dr. Toby Carlson 

 Robert Edgar 

 Berta Rigoni 

 Michelle Savage 

 Kent Schroeder 

19  Elliette Cowen 

 Mike Fox 

 Jamie Richer 
 Lois Outcelt 

20 Sarah Wenzel 

 Sarah Harris 

21 Jaedyn Pratt 

22  Hayden Grunlund 

 Caryl White 

24  Clara Anderson 

 Avery Baij 

 John Giguere 

 Daniella Kreh 

 Alicia Taff 

26 Brandon Jump 

 Danielle Dumais 

27 Ila Calvi 

       Lois Chartier 

 Carsen LaFave 

28 Paul Johnson 

 Cheryl Smith 

 Amber Theisen 

 Sue Veale 

29 Peggy Pontti 

 Patricia Rowell 

30 Staci McNelis 

 Cheryl Pietrantonio 

31  Leah Carlson 

 Bryce Johnson 

 Sandy Lindholm 

 Shelly Myllyla 



           

 

Certainly, you have seen folks wearing Thrivent’s 
LIVE GENEROUSLY t-shirts over the 
years!  What’s the deal?  Well, for several years, 
now, Thrivent has made it possible for its mem-
bers to make a difference in their community by 
forming ACTION TEAMS to carry out wide and 
varied acts of kindness.  Here are several exam-
ples, showing just some of the projects com-
pleted here at Our Saviour’s… 

 Quilting Projects 

 Children’s Christmas Bags 

 Food Boxes 

 Personal Care Supplies for Schools 

 Stuffed Animals for Local Police/Hospital 

 Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper 

 Adult Bibs for Nursing Homes 

 Pillowcase Dresses 

 LATI Activity Kits 

 Tables for Quilters 

 Cheer Bags 

 And many, many more… 

Supporting your community is easy with 
Thrivent Action Teams.  Each Thrivent member is 
allowed 2 projects per calendar year.  Apply to 
lead a group in a fundraiser, educational event, 
or service activity. Then, gather a team of volun-
teers to make an impact together.  

 

 Thrivent provides a customized kit of resources 
to get you started, including up to $250 in “seed 
money.”  Your team provides the passion to 
bring it to life.   

Applying to lead a Thrivent Action Team re-
quires logging into your member account.  From 
there you will be led through the application 
process.  If you are interested in taking advan-
tage of this excellent opportunity to be a bless-
ing, and would like a little guidance, we have 
folks here at the church who would be happy to 
walk you through the process.  

You are encouraged to visit the Thrivent Action 
Teams Hub for ideas, information and more at… 

https://thrivent.cotribute.co/community/
thrivent-action-teams/detail 

 

 

 

 

UP Regional 
Blood Drive 
Our Saviour’s 

Monday, May 24st                 
2:30 - 6:00pm 

 

 

 

To schedule an  appointment call  

906-449-1450.  Walk-ins welcome. Bring 

photo ID and face mask.  Your blood cir-

culates through the Upper Peninsula, serv-

ing 13 local hospitals! 

 

 

 

https://thrivent.cotribute.co/community/thrivent-action-teams/detail
https://thrivent.cotribute.co/community/thrivent-action-teams/detail


 

 

Bradley & Lindsey Cowling  May 7th, 2016 
5 years 
Kathleen & Scott McNelis May 16th, 1981 
40 years 
Monica & James Chartier May 19th, 2001 
20 years 

 
 

  

  

**Elodie Anne LeMire & Evie Jo LeMire 

daughters of Courtney & Joe LeMire. 
 

Thanks Received:   
Many thank you notes have been received 

in gratefulness for Easter Goodie Bags.   
 
 

 
 

   The May donation for 

          our Lutheran  

            World Relief Health  

           Kits will be:   

                   

Bath Size bars of soap, any brand, in original 

wrapping. 

 
 

   
 
 
 

 

 

**Sympathy to Pastor Paul & Gretchen 

Strom & Thad & Renee Strom & family on 

the death of Lillian Strom. 

 

**Sympathy to Lindsay Cowling and family on 

the death of her father, John Burgelbaugh. 

 

**Sympathy to Wendy Wender & family on 

the death of her sister, Wanda Stankevich.  

 

**Sympathy to Cynthia Giachino & family on 

the death of her sister, Karyl Andreoli. 

 

                                    Financial Report      Attendance  

         March  Receipts                      $  36,720.00 Palm Sunday 96 

         March Expenditures               $  38,522.00 Easter  202 

         Net Income (Loss)                  $ (1,802.00) April 11  88 

                                                                                    April 18  103                                        



    

 Sunday 

School 
In Sunday School we 

learned about 

Gideon.  Gideon 

was weak but God 

was strong and with 

God’s help Gideon 

was a hero.   God 

helped as he led his men into battle and win. 

We learned that God’s is there for us when 

we are weak but with God’s help we can be 

strong.  We learned that we can try to do 
things on our own but it’s easier with God’s 

help. 

 

We have also been learning about 

David.  This week we learned that David 

was a man that was close to God and he of-

ten asked God for his guidance.  We learned 

that we can also ask God for his guid-

ance.  We learned that we can do this 

through prayer and reading our Bible.  We 

learned that just like a recipe or directions 

to a Lego set, it’s 

much easier when 

you have the in-

structions.  God 

provides the in-

structions for 

lives.   

 

"If you need wis-

dom, ask our generous God, and he will 

give it to you. He will not rebuke you for 

asking."  James 1:5 

We re-enforced the lessons with videos, 

games and experiments.  We have been able 

to get outside with the nice weather and use 

the park across the street for our 

games.  The children really seem to be en-

joying the time we get to spend outside. 

Sunday School will continue to meet on Sun-
days at 10:00 am in the fellowship hall.  We 

will not have Sunday School on May 9th, 2021 

because of Mother’s Day and our last day 

for this year will be Sunday, March 23rd, 

2021.   

 

In Christ’s Love 

Your Sunday School Ministry Team 

 

 
 

 

 
         
 

 The last day for B.A.S.I.C Training will 

be Sunday March 23rd. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The last day for confirmation is  

Wednesday, May 5th! 

 

 

 

http://www.newsletternewsletter.com/searchart/ImageDetail.asp?image_id=2084


Our OSLC Home Communion Kits are still 

available to pick up for those following wor-

ship with us at home.  If you aren’t able to 

pick up a kit from the church, please let the 

office know and we can arrange for one to be 

delivered to you!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday, May 31st is Memorial Day.  

 

 The church office will be closed Monday, 

May 31st in observance of Memorial Day and 

Tuesday, June 1st for an all day staff training. 

 

    Pastor’s Link 

 

 
Christ fights with the devil in a curious way—the 

devil with great numbers, cleverness, and stead-

fastness, and Christ with few people, with weak-

ness, simplicity, and contempt—and yet Christ 

wins.” – Martin Luther, Table Talk 

  

Our journey this Easter season is about con-

forming ourselves and our lives to Christ; 

living our lives following His lead.  The lan-

guage we hear from the Jesus of John’s gos-

pel is; “Listen to the voice of the Good 

Shepherd and abide in the Vine.” This is 

Christ’s answer to the question, how do we 

live in this world with all its cruelty, violence, 

competition, and greed without being de-

feated or deflated?  We follow Him past 
troubled waters; we cling to the source of 

our faith; we rest in, we draw our lives from, 

we abide in, the VINE, meaning Jesus. 

 

Simple, right? Not really. There are many 

things that on the surface are simple to un-

derstand but are hard to do.  So it is with 

the life to which Christ calls us.  There’s a 

reason we talk about “practicing” our faith; 

because we’re always in the process of be-

coming, we’re always on the way, on the 

path, always learning, always “becoming”. 

There is a story of a Jewish rabbinical stu-

dent who said to the teacher, “Teacher, I 

have gone completely through the Torah(Bible). 

What must I do now?”  The teacher re-

plied, “Oh, my friend, the question is not, Have 

you gone through the Torah? The question is; 

has the Torah gone through you?” 



 

Habits shape us from the inside out; for 

good or for evil. We need a community of 

faith to help us dwell in habits that shape us 

toward the good, that help us discover and 

remain connected to the voice of the Good 

Shepherd, and to the image of God within 
us, especially during those times when we 

‘sheep’ are surrounded and outnumbered 

by wolves.  We follow Jesus Christ, we 

abide in the Vine, because in spite of our 

weakness in the face of all that the world 

throws at us, Christ wins.  This is the 

meaning of the cross and resurrec-

tion.  Christ finds us even in our failure; 

even in our worst ‘god-for-sakeness’, and 

grafts us back to Himself; and leads us 

home.  We are never beyond the reach of 

the Risen One…never!  Death has no 

power over us when we abide with 

him.  Yes, we lose our way; yet even then 

the experience of being “cut back” is an 

invitation to dwell ever more deeply in the 

Vine. 

 

We often speak about habits during the 

season of Lent.  But the Easter season is 

also a time for cultivating habits that will 

keep us tuned to the Shepherd’s voice; con-

nected to the Vine.  The most foundational 

of these habits is coming to Holy Commun-

ion, for there the fruit of the Vine is poured 

out, tasted, consumed; and becomes part of 

our very being.  What more powerful wit-

ness is there to abiding in the Vine than 

sharing in the fruit of Christ’s life for us, in 

us and with us? Easter is the season of res-
urrection, of hope and of renewal.  

 

 

 

Let us stay rooted in the Vine that is Jesus, 

every single moment of every single day. May 

God bless you and keep you, for His Son is 

Risen…He is Risen indeed! 

 

Pastor Paul 
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