The Carillon
Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church - NALC
connecting families to Jesus

March 2022

www.oslfamily.org

connect@oslfamily.org

.

THEME: "Light of the World"
I am the Light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but
will have the Light of life. John 8:12
Do you want to discover breakthroughs and
gain insights for spiritual growth and deeper
relationships? WinSome Women retreat is
presenting Chrys Howard, Sylvia Harney and
award-winning musician Lynda Randle to inspire and encourage you on your journey. Don’t miss out. Be sure to come with
your mother, daughters, sisters, and friends to
experience enriching speakers, uplifting worship, and the ambiance of the Great Lakes
Center for the Arts in beautiful Bay Harbor,
MI.
Event Days
Tuesday & Wednesday, May 17 & 18, 2022
Wednesday & Thursday, May 18 & 19, 2022
Thursday & Friday, May 19 & 20, 2022
REGISTRATION BEGINS MARCH 5, 2022 at
8:30 a.m.

Looking back, our Lydia Circle ladies had
their latest O.S.L. kitchen cleaning bee in
April of 2019. Uh-oh! Do you know what
that means? We’ve got some catching up
to do! So…how about a KITCHEN
CLEANING CHALLENGE? This challenge
is for EVERYONE. We have all been
blessed with, and benefit from, our firstclass church kitchen – so, we all need to do
our part to care for it.
In the kitchen, on a clipboard, in the wall
file, you will find a list of kitchen cleaning
tasks. Each can be completed individually,
with a friend, or in a small group. You can
bring cleaning supplies from home or check
with Mark or the church office for help. A
few tasks have already been completed, and
a few tasks have been claimed, but many
more are available. Please record on the
list as tasks are claimed or completed.
How wonderful it would be for men and
women, of all ages, to accept and complete
this cleaning challenge – maybe…even…in
time for Easter? Let’s do this!

Action Items








Election of Officers (one year term)
President: Kris Kreh
Vice President: Tania Taff
Secretary: Bev Wadke
Treasurer: Todd Veale
Approved Linda Westman as Head
Organist
Council person in-charge for:
Maundy Thursday (6:30pm) – John Reed
Easter Sunrise (6:30am) – Justin Cowen
Easter (8:30am) – Jim Meier
Easter (10:45am) – Doug Luoma
To live stream the Lenten Services

Informational Items


Roof – additional quote has been delayed
due to illness, will have it soon.



Introductions were made by all council
members present.



Reschedule Pastor Appreciation Sunday
from February 13th to February 20th.



Lenten devotionals are due by Monday,
February 14th



COVID procedures



Visitation committee – still vacancy to be
filled



Barix Box – uses high speed internet to
connect us to WZNL, has been ordered
by the radio station. Shipping is taking
longer than expected.



Centennial Committee Meeting – Thursday, February 17th at 5:15pm



Ash Wednesday – March 2nd at 6:30pm



First Communion – Seder Meal is March
19th and First Communion is March 20th



Vacation Bible School for 2022, put on by
Fortune Lake – July 31st- August 4th



Pastoral Acts for January 2022
Funeral – 1
Deborah Jump

What a nice gathering we had in February,
welcoming 2 new gals to our group. This
month, all women are invited to join us in
the Gathering Room at 1:00 PM on March
15 for Bible Study, fellowship, prayer, dessert, and a short business meeting. Barb
Partanen will lead us in Session 5 of our Proverbs 31 Woman study, Generosity: The
Story of Ruth. We would love to have you
join us!
th

Our Saviour’s 2021 Lenten Devotional has
been mailed! If you did not receive one or
would like an additional copy please contact
the church office.

Lenten Soup Suppers are on again in 2022!
They will begin on Wednesday, March 9th at
5:30pm with Lenten service to follow at
6:30pm. This year we are utilizing the Sign
Up Genius website to allow volunteers to
sign up for bringing soups, sandwiches, and
desserts. You can find the link on our
facebook page or on our website at
oslfamily.org. If you are unable to sign up
online, please call the church office and we
will get you on the list.

The next Centennial Committee meeting
will be March 17th at 5:15.

What is Lent?
As a Christian, it is easy to answer the questions “What is Easter?” or “What is Christmas?” But as we approach Ash Wednesday,
it is a little more difficult to answer the
question “What is Lent?”
Lent is the 40-day period of repentance and
renewal preceding Easter. It is derived from
the Middle English word “Lente” that means
“springtime;” it begins on Ash Wednesday
and ends with the Easter Service.
Lent is a special time for:
Mediation, prayer and penitential
practices.
Increased understanding of Christ’s
sacrifice and Resurrection.
Renewal of baptismal vows and recommitment to the Christian life.
One of the most familiar penitential practices for Lent is to give something up – like
chocolate or sweets. Other people choose
to observe Lent by increasing their time
available for Lenten activities, like Wednesday evening church services and soup sup

pers. Still another way to observe Lent is
through taking time daily for prayer and reflection often using a Lenten devotional.
Whatever it is you choose, keep in mind the
special meaning behind it all: recalling the
time Christ suffered and died to redeem humanity. To observe Lent effectively, selfdenial should be a positive act to encourage
compassion and charity in your daily life. Approach Lent joyfully, thinking of it as a time
of opportunity rather than sacrifice.
Lent is a time of renewal and preparation so
at the end of it we get to experience the full
joy of Easter!

OSL’s Fellowship Committee will meet in
the Gathering Room at 9:30 AM on Sunday,
March 6th to plan our First Communion Fellowship and to consider options for our
Easter Breakfast. All are welcome. Please
join us if you are able to help. Let’s celebrate the return of these wonderful fellowship opportunities!
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John Blomquist
Marge Sparapani
Thad Strom
Alan Granquist
Solomon Anys
Joy Carlson
Damian Taff
Jaydee Taff
Ian Berglund
Jim Mitchell
Kalyn Myllyla
Steven Rigoni
Fred Giachino
Jill Lemke
Abby Berglund
Naomi Conery
Claire Wenzel
Ben VanGuilder
David Wadke
Kalen Haglund
Baya Buchcuski
Willie Erickson
Terry Reed
Heidi Gareau
Derek Kruppstadt
Matthew Marchetti
Amanda Camp
Kathy Johnson
Jodie Peterson

10 Justin LaVarnway
Paisley Raiche
Jeffrey Gregory
11 Sheila Gedvick
Joan Swartout
Paula Swartout
Nathan Olson
12 Julia Berglund
Meredith Johnson
13 Mike Holmes
14 Brooke LaFreniere
Scott Ohlsen
15 Raegon Pratt
Mya Watkins
16 Macy Holmes
Bryce Plonke
Andrew Tyrcha
17 Paula Forstrom
Aurora Poulos
John Rockefeller
Shannon Rosenthal
Emily Strickler
19 Kalie Johnson
20 Gary Aman
Troy French
21 Julie LaCost
Jessica Nelson
22 Betty Gerhard
Noah Markell
Lori Unger

Taylor Recla
23 Brandon Kowalkowski
Doug Hill
Peyton Lindholm
Loni Rochon
Avaree Savage
Audrey Veale
Troy Watt
24 Claire Rigoni
25 Kris Cohodes
Fred Shoquist
Daniel Willman
26 Connor White
27 Kelly Quick
Brittany Rockefeller
Jeffery Tushoski
28 Julia Bradley
Dayna Lacosse
Connor Quick
29 Cody Buckner
Tom Nemacheck
Donna Tanguay
David Bradley
30 Deanna Michaud
Nathaniel Swartout
31 Cherie Cerasoli
Elara Wilber

It's always amazing to see the change in all of
the kids from the beginning of the year. We
have been moving right along with our letters, we have made it all the way to the letter T already! We have been practicing
counting to 20 with blocks and making patterns with colors. We have finished all of
our colors and shapes.
We are getting ready to celebrate
Easter! We are talking about Jesus as a
child, and all the miracles he did while he
was here on Earth with us. We will also talk
about Jesus' baptism and our own baptisms. Such an exciting time of year!
We will soon be opening up registration for
next year. Registration packets will be going
out in the mail mid March. Please contact
the church office or email us
at shepherdspreschool@gmail.com if you
would like a packet sent out! We would
love to have your child or grandchild join for
lots of fun and learning!

Sunday, March 20th
10:45am
First Communion for our fifth graders will
be celebrated on Sunday, March 20th at the
10:45am worship service. A special fellowship will be held in their honor in the Gathering Room prior to the service.
The Seder Meal will take place on Saturday
evening, March 19th at 6:30pm. This is an
opportunity for parents and students to
experience the Old Testament historic
meal at which Jesus shared the First Communion with his disciples.
Those receiving First Communion are:
Staysha Jarski
Alexis Robb
Wyatt Jungles
Eli Slade

Weston Jarski
Jenna Robb
Jaycie Marchetti
Alayna Pietrantonio

We would also like to thank the instructors, Jan Buckman & Karen Baij, who helped
prepare our fifth graders the past several
weeks for this special moment in their faith
journey.

In Sunday School we have been learning about obeying and trusting God. We learned the
story of Joshua and the walls of Jericho. We learned that Joshua was a mighty solider and
that God used him to lead his people to the promised land. We learned that even though
the city of Jericho had tall walls surrounding it, it was no match for God’s people with the
help of God. We learned that God gave Joshua specific instructions and he followed them
and trusted God and because of this they were victorious.
Last week we started our story about David and Goliath. We learned that David also had
great faith in God and that he trusted God when many others didn’t. We learned that
many had doubted David but David knew with God on his side nothing was impossible.
We will not have Sunday School on March 27th or April 3rd because of Spring Break. We
hope you all enjoy this extra family
time and we will see you back
on April 10th, 2022.
In Christ’s Love,
Your Sunday School Ministry Team

An additional opportunity to
serve others during Lent
“…serve one another humbly
with love.” Galatians 5:13

The church office is organizing a drive to collect items needed to make “Flood Buckets”
for NALC Disaster Response. At each Wednesday Lenten service, beginning with Ash
Wednesday, we will collect one item needed for the kit. The kits will be finished utilizing
church outreach funds or donations made toward this project. Additional items needed,
not included on the schedule below, are large trash bags, rolls of paper towel, and leather
work gloves (1 pair for each kit, size L preferred). If there are funds donated toward this
project left over, they will be donated to the NALC Disaster Relief Fund.
One complete kit has been put together and is on display in the corner of the Fireside
Room. Please place donations under the display table.
Date
Ash Wednesday, March 2nd
March 9th
March 16th
March 23rd
March 30th
April 6th
Maundy Thursday, April 14th

Item_________________________________
Five-gallon bucket with lid
Jug of bleach
Comet or scouring cleanser
Pine Sol or liquid cleaner
Scrub brush
1 pair of rubber gloves (size L preferred)
1 pair of cotton gloves (size L preferred)

Thank you. Thank you. Thank you!
The high school youth group extends a
heartfelt thank you to the congregation for
assisting with our food drive. We collected
many non-perishable food items for the
Kingsford backpack program. The gathered
items will be disturbed to elementary children over weekends and holiday breaks.
Thank you for sharing Christ’s love with
those in need.

Thrivent Choice
Dollars
One good act leads to another. And the
impact grows. Thanks to Thrivent, that’s
what we’ve experienced through the
Thrivent Choice® program.
Many of you directed Choice Dollars® to Our Saviour’s Lutheran
Church. And by doing so, you have
helped to make a difference. The
outreach funding we receive from
both you and Thrivent helps us to
continue our important mission.
Thank you for your support.

From left to right: Nolan White, Galen Sleik,
Morgan Sleik, Autumn Sleik, Hailey
Greenleaf, Clara Anderson

Eligible clients have until March 31 to
direct any 2021 Choice Dollars they
are designated. If the Choice Dollars® haven't been directed by then
and if there are remaining funds in
the program budget, Thrivent may
choose to use some of the funds to further
promote participation in the program or
for other purposes. The goal is to get the
greatest amount of eligible clients involved
to recommend how Thrivent's charitable
funds are distributed.
To learn more about Thrivent’s membership benefits and generosity programs visit
thrivent.com/generosity

Sunday,
March 14th
2:00am

Sympathy to:
Sympathy to Ron Hosking, Lisa Hosking and
family on the death of Sandra Hosking.
Sympathy to Scott & Justine Metras and family on the death of his father Alfred Metras.
Sympathy to Al & Linda Westman on the
death of their cousin Kathleen Michaud.

Confirmation is on break during Lent. ALL
confirmation students are encouraged to
attend midweek services and will be helping
with our soup suppers. Confirmation
classes will resume Wednesday, April 27th.

Thank You from:

Catholic Social Services
Pat Wickman

The office will
be closed
Thursday
March 24th.

Financial Report
Jan. Receipts
$33,143
Jan. Expenditures $28,174
Net Income (Loss) $4,969

Attendance
Feb. 6
Feb. 13
Feb. 20

120
105
127

Please point people our website for more
information and to register: http://
fortunelake.org/
It might be snowy outside, but we're
dreaming of seeing you all at camp this
summer!
Winter greetings from Fortune Lake!
We are quickly approaching our March 1
FREE Camp T-Shirt Deadline for Summer
2022 registration! Those who register by
March 1 receive the early bird discount and
a FREE Fortune Lake t-shirt. Please continue to invite your young people, families,
and adults with developmental disabilities to
participate in our summer programs, and
encourage them to register soon. We anticipate a rush of registrations ahead of the
March 1 deadline, and we don't want your
congregation and community to miss out!
The following programs are nearing capacity and could fill by March 1:





Vagabonds (gr. 6-7): July 10-15,
especially girls
LEGO Camp (gr. 3-8): July 17-22,
especially boys
Night Owls (gr. 6-8): July 17-22,
especially girls
Musical Theatre Camp
(gr. 7-12 or all ages as a family): July
31-August 6, especially intergenera
tional campers

Grace & Peace,
Amanda Rasner, Camp Director

Our Saviour’s offers to our members a
$200 scholarship for full week campers &
$100 scholarships for mini camp. We will
also offer scholarships for Women & Kids
Week & Family Week. Please call or e-mail
the church office for details.

Pastor’s Link

Pancake Supper
March 1st
5:00pm
A free will offering will be collected and
used towards putting together our “Flood
Buckets” for NALC disaster relief.

High School Youth Group will meet March
9th & 23rd at 5:30 pm.

“The LORD said to Moses: Write these words;
in accordance with these words I have made a
covenant with you and with Israel…
And he wrote on the tablets the words of the
covenant, the ten commandments.”
– Exodus 34:27-28
To the faithful of Our Saviour’s Lutheran,
We are on the cusp of the Lenten Season.
Lent is a season of truth-telling; and truth
seems to be in short supply these days. Everything, it seems, is up for grabs. Is your
point of view not getting enough acceptance? Find the right Facebook group, chat
room, or online news source, and you’re
home free. The data doesn’t support your
perspective? Create your own data. The
science doesn’t backup your worldview? Look up some “alternative facts.”
Lent is the antidote to all this. The ashes we
will wear on Ash Wednesday are a solemn
statement of human origin and destination in
one powerful sentence: “REMEMBER THAT
YOU ARE DUST, AND TO DUST YOU SHALL
RETURN”.
In Lent we tell the truth about the way
things are with us: We are in bondage to
sin, and cannot free ourselves. It is a hard
truth; but it is a healing truth, because it
takes away from us any notion that we can
get our act together on our own, if we
would only try harder. In his explanation of

the 1st Commandment in his Large Catechism, Martin Luther says: “Anything on which
your heart wholly relies and depends, I say, that
is really your god. The intention of this commandment therefore is to require true faith and
confidence of the heart, which fly straight to the
one true God and cling to Him alone.” If we
can’t grasp this First commandment, what
chance is there that we will honor the others? The season of Lent reveals the truth as
a paradox: on the one hand, the weakness of
our wills and the limits of our abilities to do
what God requires; and on the other hand,
the depth of God’s love for us in Jesus
Christ, and the boundless ability of the Holy
Spirit to forgive and to transform our lives.
Contemplating this “truth paradox” is what
the journey of Lent is all about. The central
truth the season of Lent reveals is the incessant voice of the Triune God calling us into
relationship—through the Ten Commandments; through Jesus’ journey to the cross;
through the Baptismal font which gave us
birth into the Kingdom of God; through

Holy Communion at the Table that continues to forgive our sins and put us back on
the path of salvation. All of this reveals the
passionate longing of the Triune God to
share the Divine Feast with us—to teach us
the steps of the sacred Dance. This truth is
more hopeful than anything the world casts
our way. My beloved Mom used to have a
saying for people who concentrated too
much on theology, and too little on living
the Christian life in simple faith and peace.
She would say; “If you’re counting the
steps, you ain’t dancing.” Let us seek to
make our Christian life a beautiful dance,
with the Holy Spirit always leading the way.
Let us accept and share our hardships as a
way to a peaceful heart and a faith-filled
journey together. Let us surrender to the
Holy Spirit of God so as to follow Jesus in
all that we say and do as we journey to the
cross and the empty tomb.
In Christ’s name,
Pastor Paul

Senior Pastor - Rev. Paul Strom
Phone: 906.398.7430
Email: pastorpaul@oslfamily.org

Church Phone: 906.774.2733
Church Fax: 906.774.4069
Email:connect@oslfamily.org
Website: oslfamily.org

Midweek Lenten Services
Wednesdays - 6:30pm
March 9th, 16th, 23rd, 30th & April 6th
—————————————————————————————————–—
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