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Sunday, March 15th
10:45am

First Communion for our fifth graders will
be celebrated on Sunday, March 15th at the
[0:45am worship service. Our fellowship
time prior to the service is in honor of our
First Communicants.

The Seder Meal will take place on Saturday
evening, March 14" at 7:00pm. This is an
opportunity for parents and students to
experience the Old Testament historic meal
at which Jesus shared the First Communion
with his disciples.

Those receiving First Communion are:

Caleb Erickson Seth Greenleaf

Clark Robb Lena Roell
Madalyn Sleik Emma Strom
Michael Weber Connor White

We would also like to thank the instructors
who helped prepare our fifth graders the
past several weeks for this special moment
in their faith journey. They are: Karen Baij,
Jan Buckman and Molly Gustafson.

Our Boiler Broke!

Recently, the boiler — all of the heat for the
new addition — broke. Care had been taken
to financially plan for the replacement of
the boilers in the older part of the church,
but this was an event we hadn’t planned on!
To pay for the $42,133 project our Capital
Fund savings was completely depleted and a
significant amount of this year’s budget was
used up.

We’re asking you to prayerfully consider
contributing to the boiler replacement pro-
ject. It's something we need our entire
church family’s help with. Even if you can’t
make a large gift, know that every little bit
helps. Thank you for your consideration.

Delicious homemade soup, sandwiches,
apples, cheese & ice cream will be served
each Wednesday evening before our Mid-
week Lenten Worship Services. Serving
starts at 5:30pm and continues until
6:15pm with worship beginning at 6:30pm.

To make this event happen we need your

help in these areas:

e 5 people each week to bring their
favorite soup and serve it.

e 2 sandwich makers each week.

e Serving & clean-up crews.

Consider helping out one week
during Lent and give the office a call.




Church
Council

Action

o Council Elections - Geoff White as Presi-
dent, Kris Kreh as Vice President, Ted
Sparapani as Secretary & John Kelm as
Treasurer

e Purchase 2 night locks for Shepherd’s
Preschool as recommended by the Secu-
rity Committee

o Pay $200 shipping fee for a suitcase of
pillowcase dresses, toothbrushes, etc.
with Nancy Shimwela for an orphanage
in Tanzania from First Fruits.

e Send $10,000.00 to Lutheran World Re-
lief from our Hunger Fund.

e Give a $500 donation from First Fruits
to Mennonite Disaster Services to be
used for whatever needs arise while
Chuck & Ginny Gibson are in West
Virginia for five weeks helping flood
victims.

Tabled the Boiler Control Panel until more
information is available.

Information

e Committee Updates

e Committee Assignments
Fellowship - Linnea Marchetti
Worship - Nick Jungles
Security - Jim Meier, Todd Veale

o Special Needs Service - Saturday, March

| 4th at 4pm
e Light at the Inn - Feb. 16 - 22nd

e Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper

e Ash Wednesday Service, Feb. 26th

e Midweek Soup Suppers & Lenten Services
March 4th - April Ist

e Our Saviour’s 100th Anniversary - 2023

o Pastoral Acts for January

NALC Lenten Devotional
A Lenten Walk Through the Word

The season of Lent has typically held a special
place in the life of the Church. Beginning with
Ash Wednesday and culminating in the events
of Holy Week, Lent is an invitation to focus
on what is central to our faith. It has also be-
come a time for personal and spiritual reflec-
tion on who we are as God's people and on
what God has given us so graciously in
Christ.

As we have done in the past, the NALC is
excited to provide you with this year's
Lenten devotional, A Lenten Walk Through the
Word, prepared by the Rev. Dr. David
Wendel, Assistant to the Bishop for Ministry
and Ecumenism. The devotional is based on
daily readings from the Reading the Word of
God daily reading guide prepared by the
Lutheran Church-Canada (LCC), The
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod (LCMS) and
the North American Lutheran Church
(NALC).

It is our hope that, as we reflect on these
passages from God's Word, our faith in God
may be strengthened and our commitment to
His Word renewed. To access the devotional
go to www.thenalc.org.

For Christ and His Kingdom,
The Rev. Andrew Ames Fuller
Director of Communications, NALC




Andrew, Sarah, Emily & Katelyn
Strickler

R SLi AR

o

We welcome the Stricklers into our church
family. Andrew & Sarah both are employed

at the Oscar G. Johnson VA Medical Center.

Andrew is a veteran. They both are involved
at the VA and their children’s school.

Emily is 9 and has been dancing in The
Dance Academy for 6 years. Katelyn is 7.
Both girls enjoy school, swimming, soccer
and playing outside.

Outdoor Fire Watch &

Indoor Prayer Vigil
Saturday, April 11th, 8:30pm
until Easter morning 8:30am

Once again we are having our Outdoor
Fire Watch and Indoor Prayer Vigil for
prayer and meditation. It is an invitation to
sit in the quiet of the sanctuary and reflect
upon Jesus’ life, death and resurrection or a
time to tend the fire at the foot of the
cross in front of the church in reflective
contemplation. The Roman soldiers stood
watch over our Lord’s tomb. We too shall
stand watch and pray. A sign-up sheet is
posted in the Fireside Room.

The goal is not so
much to collect pen-
nies as to raise as
much money as pos-
sible for the Foster
= Closet of Dickinson
ST County. Each Confir-
Pe.nny WQI"’ mation class has a jar.
If you want a certain
grade to win you place pennies in their jar
and silver coins and paper bills in the other
grades jars. Silver and paper amounts are
deducted from the pennies. The Penny war
ends on Easter Sunday.
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Winsome Women's

Retreat

Grand Hotel - Mackinac Island

May 12 & 13
May 13 & 14
May 14 & 15

Theme: Victory in Jesus

“But thanks be unto God! He gives us
victory through Jesus Christ our Lord.”
I Corinthians 15:57 NIV

Come, be encouraged and inspired at the
Winsome Women Retreat. Learn of God’s

Come with your friends and experience en-
riching speakers, uplifting worship and the
ambiance of the Grand Hotel on Mackinac
Island. Registration begins March 14th,
2020. Go to wswretreats.org.

Keynote Speaker
Featured Musician
Lynda Randle

Dove award winner
Lynda Randle’s signa-
ture warm tones and
heart-warming vocals
bring messages of
God’s love with
popular hymns and life-giving songs of faith.
Lyndarandle.com
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faithfulness and compassion. Don’t miss out.

| of faith and healing

& Breakout
Speaker
Carol Kent

Dynamic international
speaker and author,
Carol Kent inspires
women to choose hope and faith. She tells
with true vulnerability of God’s faithfulness,
mercy and grace. carolkent.org

Breakout
Speaker
Michael Card

, Gifted author,

musician and master-

ful Bible teacher,

Michael Card invites

you to join him on

his journey of knowing God and His Word.
michaelcard.com

Worship Leader & Breakout Speaker
Sarah Schieber

Singer, songwriter,
speaker and author,
Sarah Schieber shares
her encouraging story

through God’s provi-
sion and unfailing love. §
sarahschieber.com




90 Years of
Wonderful Days

ministry at Fortune Lake! 90 years of breath-
ing the fresh air, watching sunsets, flipping
canoes, worshiping around the campfire. 90
years of building authentic relationships that
span generations. 90 years of Jesus meeting
us in this beautiful outdoor setting. 90 years
of lighting the way with God’s love!

One Wonderful Day
An original musical written by FLLC
alumni, performed by
Musical Theatre Week campers
Saturday, August 8th
2:00pm
Crystal Theatre

Join the Production - Musical theatre
enthusiasts of all ages are invited to fill the
roles of cast members, ensemble singers,
backstage crew and pit orchestra. If you
would like to participate in the production
directly, register as a camper for Musical
Theatre Week (August 2-8). Discounts are
available through April 1.

Join the Audience - See the live perform-
ance of One Wonderful Day on Saturday,
August 8 at 2pm at the historic Crystal
Theatre in Crystal Falls. A catered buffet
dinner will follow at FLLC at 5pm. Tickets
must be purchased in advance. Phone (906)
214- 2267 or visit fortunelake.org to buy
your tickets today. Seats are limited.

Join as a Congregation - Your congre-

gation is invited to raise funds to purchase
an ad in the musical’s playbill, which will be
seen by hundreds! See the website for
details.

Visit www.fortunelake.org for additional
details about how YOU can participate in
the 90" Anniversary Celebration.

Calling all musical families and individuals,
community theatre participants, church
choir members, FLLC alumni and musicians.
We'd like to fill the roles of cast members,
ensemble singers, backstage crew members,
lighting and costume designers and a pit
band.

Campers who have completed grades 7-12
may register individually for the Specialty
Youth Week and be housed appropriately
with counseling staff. Adult participants and/
or family groups, including those with
younger campers, will register for the Inter-
generational Week. Additional program-
ming options will be provided throughout
the week for any registered family members
who will not be participating in the musical.

Pricing and lodging options at
www fortunelake.org.




Brochures & registration forms have been
mailed to all those who attended a camping
week last year. If one is needed you can
download off their website or pick one up in
the church office.

Our Saviour’s will offer to our members a
$200 scholarship for full week campers &
$100 scholarships for mini camp. We will
also offer scholarships for Women & Kids
Week & Family Week. Please call the church
for details.

Women & Kids Week - Single women,
moms, grandmothers enjoy relief from daily
meal preparation, clean-up tasks and con-
stant childcare. Guest speakers, workshops
and late night saunas refresh the body, mind
and soul. ( June 2 st - 26th)

Onsite Day Camp - Explore all the fun of
camp without staying overnight. The action
packed day includes games, swimming, Bible
study, crafts and much more. Day camp runs
from 9am - 5pm Monday thru Thursday.
(July 13th - |6th and July 27th - 30th)

Rocket or Art Camp - (July 26th - 3 [st)
Additional $30 for materials. Details on web-
site.

Musical Theater Week - (August 2nd -
8th) See article on previous page.

Jr. High Night Owl - Campers sleep all day
and play all night. Moonlit adventures include

stargazing, sunrise devotions & pancakes at
midnight. (July 2 st - 26th)

Mighty Ones - This 2 night experience is
perfect for our youngest campers who are
ready to try camp on their own. Small cabin
groups, build friendships, enjoy games, camp-
fires, beach time, songs & Bible study.

Mini Camp - This 3 nights at camp is a great
opportunity for new campers who have com-
pleted grades 2nd & 3rd to get a “taste” of
camp and get kids used to being away from
home. (July 12 -15th and July | 9th - 22nd)

High School Takeover Week

3 options - SR High Night Owls,

HS Hammock Hangout or HS Tradi-
tion (June 28th - July 3rd) See all the details
on their website.

Leaders in Training - For campers inter-
ested in learning what it’s like to serve on
camp staff. The 3 weeks is a combo of leader-
ship training, ministry education & camp ac-
tivities.

Other camps offered are Victory Camp for
adults with developmental disabilities, Grand-
parent/grandkid camp and Family Camp - full
and half week.

o Cost for mini camp is $295 and all full
weeks are $395.

o Register by April Ist and receivea $15
- $25 discount. (not valid on day camp)

See the website for more details or call camp.

www.fortunelake.org or 906.214.2267
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
First Sunday in Lent 1 2 3 7:00 Men’s Breakfast 4 5 6 7
8:15 Preschool 3 & 4's
8:30 Communion Service 8:15 Preschool 4 & 5’s 8:30 Preschool 4 & 5’s 8:30 Sewing Bee 8:30 Preschool 4 & 5’s 8:15 Preschool 3 & 4’s 5:00 Evening Communion
9:30 Fellowship 5:30 Girl Scouts 5:00 Council Executive 1:00 Hospice Quilters 9:00 Preschool Chapel 9:00 Preschool Chapel Service
9:40 Sunday School/BASIC 6:00 Support Group 6:00 Leaders Servant 3:15 God Club 10:00 Prayer at the Altar
10:45 Communion Service 6:00 PEO 7:00 Ultreya 5:00 Choir Rehearsal
1:00 Lautzenheiser gathering 5:30 Soup Supper
6:30 Lenten Worship
Second Sunday in Lent 8 9 10 | 7:00 Men’s Breakfast 11 12 13 14
8:15 Preschool 3 & 4's
. . . 8:30 Sewing Bee 8:30 Preschool 4 & 5’s 4:00 Special Needs Service
g;g s:aril:?::;zzcseerwce 8:15 Preschool 4 & 5’s 8:30 Preschool 4 & 5’s 1:00 Hospice Quilters 10:00 Prayer at the Altar 8:15 Preschool 3 & 4’s 5:00 Eeening Communion
. g 6:00 Girl Scouts 2:00 ManorCare Service 3:15 God Club Service
230 Eellowship 5:00 Church Council 5:00 Choir Rehearsal
9:40 Sunday School/BASIC 25 0.SouniS 7:00 Seder Meal
10:45 Communion Praise * oup Supper
Service 6:30 Lenten Worship
Third Sunday in Lent 15 16 17 7:00 Men’s Breakfast 18 19 20 21
8:15 Preschool 3 & 4’s
8:30 Communion Service 8:15 Preschool 4 & 5's , 8:30 Sewing Bee 8:30 Preschool 4 & 5’s Newsletter Deadline 5:00 Evening Communion
9:30 Praise Practice 5:30 Girl Scouts 8:30 Pres'cho.ol 4&5’s 1:00 Hospice Quilters 10:00 Prayer at the Altar Service
9:40 Sunday School/BASIC ) 1:00 Lydia Circle 3:15 God Club 6:30 Girl Scout Leaders 8:15 Preschool 3 & 4’s
9:40 First Communion 5:00 Choir Rehearsal
Fellowship in Gathering Rm 5:30 Soup Supper
10:45 First Communion Service 6:30 Lenten Worship
Fourth Sunday in Lent 22 23 24 25 26 27 28
8:30 Communion Service 7:00 Men’s Breakfast 5:00 Evening Communion
9:30 Fellowship Spring Break Week 8:30 Sewing Bee 10:00 Prayer at the Altar Service
9:30 Praise Practice 1:00 Hospice Quilters
10:45 Communion Praise 5:00 Choir Rehearsal
Service 5:30 Soup Supper
6:30 Lenten Worship
Fifth Sunday in Lent 29 30 31

8:30 Communion Service
9:30 Fellowship
10:45 Communion Service

8:15 Preschool 4 & 5’s

8:30 Preschool 4 & 5’s
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2020 Volunteer Schedule

Date Time | Ushers Lectors Acolytes Nursery Tech
Klossner Family Kellie Klossner | Garrett & Audrey | Kayla Johnson Hailey Greenleaf
8:30 | Jaeme Kaski Veale Jane Vercoe
am
March |
Fred Shoquist Deb Jump Mya Watkins Mandy Shogren Autumn & Galen
10:45 | Debbie Sleik Breana Primeau Anna Pirkola Sleik
am | Doreen Olson
Molly Gustafson
March 4 6:30
Wed. pm
Damian & Tania Patrick Tanguay | Hailey Greenleaf | Mandy Johnson Bruce Buckman
8:30 | Taff Jared Johnson Drew Ramme
March 8 am | Kory Pontbriand
P&W Steve Faust
Bill & Dodie @ | ------ Matthew Richer Kayla Johnson Debbie Sleik
10:45 | Wagner Sammy Chartier Anja Bradley
am | Jon & Blanche
Walimaa
March |1 6:30
Wed. pm
Steve & Donna Chuck Vercoe Clara Anderson Kayla Johnson Sophie Anderson
8:30 | Westphal Chloe Roell
am | Yerna Hower
March 15 Mark Moraska
Michele & Kalie Bob Williams Julia Bradley Mandy Shogren Bruce Buckman
I 10:45 | Johnson Anja Bradley Sonya Nelson
Communion am | Sandra Edgar
March 18 | 6:30
pm
Adam, Brent & Joy Nasi Anna Bortolini Mandy Shogren Todd Veale
8:30 | Hayley Buchcuski Lexi Stanley Elaina Bortolini
am | Ken Marchetti
March 22
P&W Doug Luoma [ ------ Madison Jungles Aurora Poulos Justin Cowen
10:45 | Julie LaCost Eden Janousek Ali Metras
am | Sandra Bale
Jason Roell
March 25 6:30
am
Dennis Veale Cris Hamlin Mya Grunlund Kayla Johnson Lexi Stanley
March 29 8:30 | Todd Veale Geno Schinderle Mya LaFreniere
am | Ernie & Pam
Larson
Geoff White Dodie Wagner | Connor Watts Mandy Shogren Bruce Buckman
10:45 | Family Nolan White Morgan Sleik
am




2020 Volunteer Schedule

Date Time Ushers Lectors Acolytes Nursery Tech
Brett & Karen Wyatt & Evan Scott | Mandy Shogren | Todd Veale
Baij Steve Faust Josie Scott
April 5 Troy French
Palm Ken Marchetti
Sunday Michele & Kalie Molly Addyson Shogren Kayla Johnson Autumn & Galen
10:45 | Johnson Gustafson Evan Mendini Macy Edwards Sleik
am | Sandra Edgar
Dennis Veale Jim Meier Garrett Veale Kayla Johnson Bruce Buckman
April 12 8:30 | Todd Veale Audrey Veale
Easter am | Ernie Larson !
Pam Larson
Fred Shoquist - Nolan White Mandy Shogren | Sophie
P&W 10:45 | Ted Sparapani Henry Strom Gabe Celello Anderson
am Doreen Olson
Marge Sparapani
Tim, Amy & Heidi Gareau | Cole & Owen Baij Mandy Shogren | Lexi Stanley
8:30 | Christopher Josie Scott
April 19 am | Hallenbeck
Chuck Vercoe
Dodie & Bill Renee Strom | Mya Watkins Kayla Johnson Debbie Sleik
10:45 | Wagner Breana Primeau
am | Jon & Blanche
Walimaa
Larry & Barb Donna Sophie Anderson Kayla Johnson Hailey Greenleaf
8:30 | Partanen Westphal Adyson Weber Clara Anderson
April 26 am Larry & Joy Nasi
P&W Doug Luoma | -=e-e- Henry Strom Mandy Shogren | Justin Cowen
10:45 | Julie LaCost Ava Weecks Gabe Celello
am | Sandra Bale
Jason Roell
Terry, Lynne, Jim Meier Wratt & Evan Scott | Mandy Shogren | Lexi Stanley
May 3 8:30 | John & Eli Reed Donna Tanguay
am
Michele & Kalie | Jan Buckman Matthew Richer Kayla Johnson Autumn & Galen
10:45 | Johnson Sammy Chartier Abby Richer Sleik
am | Sandra Edgar




John Blomquist
Marge Sparapani
Thad Strom

Joy Carlson
Damian Taff

lan Berglund

Jim Mitchell
Kalyn Myllyla
Steven Rigoni
Fred Giachino
Olivia Maycroft
Abby Berglund
Naomi Conery
Claire Wenzel
Ben VanGuilder
David Wadke
Baya Buchcuski
Willie Erickson
Terry Reed
Heidi Gareau
Derek Kruppstadt
Matthew Marchetti
Amanda Camp
Kathy Johnson
Jodie Peterson
Justin LaVarnway
Paisley Raiche
Sheila Gedvick
Joan Swartout
Paula Swartout

12

13
14

22

23

Julia Berglund
Austin Mitchell
Meredith Johnson
Mike Holmes
Brooke LaFreniere
Scott Ohlsen
Raegon Pratt
Mya Watkins
Macy Holmes
Bryce Plonke
Andrew Tyrcha
Paula Forstrom
Aurora Poulos
John Rockefeller
Shannon Rosenthal
Emily Strickler
Ava Erkkila
Kalie Johnson
Gary Aman
Troy French
Aryana Bowers
Julie LaCost
Jessica Nelson
Betty Gerhard
Noah Markell
Lori Unger
Brandon
Kowalkowski
Doug Hill

e

23

24

25

26

28

29

30

31

&
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Birthdays

Peyton Lindholm
Loni Rochon
Avaree Savage
Audrey Veale
Troy Watt
Claire Rigoni
Shirley Bradley
Kris Cohodes
Zahlia Rochon
Fred Shoquist
Daniel Willman
Jack LaChapelle
Connor White
Jeff Tushoski
Julia Bradley
Dayna Lacosse
Cody Buckner
Tom Nemacheck
Donna Tanguay
Deanna Michaud
Nathaniel Swartout
Cherie Cerasoli
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God Club

Our first two God Club lessons in February
were all about God’s Amazing Love. On
February 12", Miss Joy read Robert Munch’s
Love You Forever, about the wonderful love
between a mother and son ~ as each of
them grows older. We compared that love
to God’s love for his children. Some of the
Bible verses we talked about...

If then you know how to give good
gifts to your children, even though

you are sinful [human beings], how
much more [likely] is it that your
Father in heaven will give good things
to those who ask Him? Matthew 7:11

Look at how much love the Father
has shown to us, that we should be
called His children! But, that is what
we [really] are... I John 3:1

We went on a “wild and crazy” 10-clue
Treasure Hunt throughout the church, then
calmed ourselves down and ended up at the
altar ~ with a line-up of heart-shaped lights
and snowmen hiding candy. We each took
a snowman back to our Creation Station
classroom and wrote a love note on it.

With still more to discuss about God’s
Immeasurable Love, we continued our
lesson on the next Wednesday... We
wrote 3 verses from Psalms about God’s
great love...
... my cup runneth over

God's love is higher than the heavens.

God's love is from everlasting to

everlasting.

We talked about how, because of these
truths, we cannot measure God’s love
with a measuring cup, a tape measure or
a watch. God’s love is greater than we
can understand. We made measuring
tape crosses and asked God to help us
to spread the word to others so that
they can know and feel God’s immeasur-
able love too. Then we snuck into the
rooms where our Light at The Inn guests
have been sleeping, laid heart-shaped
treats on their cots and prayed for their
well-being.

Returning to our What’s in the Bible
Video Series, our last lesson in February
was all about how God is faithful to keep
his promises. We talked about how |e-
sus himself was a promise from God and
how God kept his promises by sending
his Son. We compared (and crafted) the
Old Testament’s Isaiah 7:14 to the New
Testament’s Matthew 1:22-23. We
thanked God for his faithfulness in keep-
ing his promises to us and asked him to
help us to be faithful in keeping our own
promises.

God Club will continue to meet during

all of the Wednesdays of Lent, except

for March 25" (Spring Break). God Bless!
--Miss Joy




Thank You from:
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40 Years - March |
Fred & Terri Shoquist
|0 Years - March 22
Michael & Lynn Stone

Sympathy to:

** Tech & Wanda Khor and Jim & Monica
Chartier and families on the death of
mother & grandmother, Wanda
Trumble

** Pastor Paul & Gretchen on the death of
his uncle, James Johnson

** Scott, Diane, Allie, Trevor & Erin
Ohlsen on the death of his mother,
Donna Ohlsen

Marci Veale

Diana Miller
Brandon & Michelle Savage
Family of Wanda Trumble

Sunday,
March 8th
2:00am

SET YOUR CLOCKS

Ahead!

,I'

ALL confirmation students are encouraged
to attend midweek services. Confirmation
classes will resume Wednesday, April |5th.

Financial Report

Jan. Receipts $31,184..00
Jan. Expenditures $31,394.00

Balance ($209.00)

$300.00
$ 6494

Monthly Benevolence
Disbursed

S

Attendance

Feb.2 168

Feb.9 178

Feb. 16 181

Feb. 23 174
Alpha Omega Local
AGAPE Fund

@
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This past month Shepherd’s Preschool has
celebrated Valentine’s Day and has been

learning all about our 5 senses! Valentines
was a great time to share the love of Jesus.

We have been talking about the faith David
had in God. David didn’t let his size stop
him, he remembered that God is always
with him and God was bigger than any
giant. We also learned that when we look
at someone, we see what'’s on the outside
and God only looks at our heart!

Both classes have enjoyed talking about our
5 senses. | think taste testing was a favor-
ite. Lemons, pretzels, m & m’s, pickles and
many more fun things to taste. Using our
sense of sight to see all God has created is
truly an amazing gift.

The Preschool Class is continuing to do a
great job with their letters and numbers.
We have made it through the alphabet to
letter U and have been counting to 20! We
continue to practice our cutting skills and
have added in some pencil control activi-
ties.

Our Pre-kindergarteners are advancing
their skills in the alphabet! Doing a fantas-
tic job with letter sounds and writing. We
are also learning our last names and phone
numbers. We have recently had some

S
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warmer weather to enjoy the outdoors.
Playing in the snow and sledding is always
fun! We are all looking forward to the
spring weather.

Our registration forms for the upcoming
school year will be in the mail by the end of
March. If you are interested in information
please call the church office or email shep-
herdspreschool@gmail.com

Blessings - Ms Mandy and Ms Kaye

Lydia Circle
Evergreen Activities Room
Tuesday, March 17th
1:00pm

All of those who attended the Lydia Circle
February meeting at Evergreen’s Activities
Room had a most delightful time of fel-
lowship. Dodie and Verna fed us, Joy had
devotions and Sue Veale led us in singing
many of our favorite hymns. Circle mem-
bers now living at Evergreen, along with
several friends and guests, were able to
join us.

We have decided to continue meeting
monthly at Evergreen for our 1:00pm
third Tuesday gathering and Bible Study.
We will begin our study of Faithful
Women in Scripture with Session | on
March |7th. All are welcome, so please
join us if you are able.



mailto:shepherdspreschool@gmail.com
mailto:shepherdspreschool@gmail.com

Sunday $chool

In Sunday School we just had our Family
Lenten Gathering where we made lent cal-
endars, talked about the meaning of Lent
and made pretzels to remind us to pray for
God’s guidance during this season as we
turn away from our sins and turn to a more
God centered life.

This week we will learn about Jesus’ Bap-
tism. Our First Communion kids will make
their First Communion on March 15" at the
10:45 service. There will not be Sunday
School on March 22" or 29" due to Spring
Break. We will resume Sunday School on
April 5™ but will not have Sunday School on
April 12* due to Easter. We will resume
Sunday School on April 19". Sunday
School’s last day is May 3™ with a Pancake
Breakfast for our Confirmation students.

Prayers for safe travels for everyone that is
traveling this Spring Break! Happy Easter!

In Christ’s Love
Your Sunday School Ministry Team

Have a blessed .(/ |

) s

C Qg has  /71isen

“...just as Christ was raised from the dead /)y the ‘Q/ory
of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life.”

~ Romans 6:4

God’s Love Gift
Wrapped

The March donation for
our Lutheran World
Relief Health Kits will be:

Nail Clipper with file attached
(NO toenail clippers please)

&)
7 ' Pastor’s Link

Spring Cleaning for the Soul

“Remember that you are dust, and to
dust you shall return.”

As we enter the Lenten season, we prepare
our hearts for a time of reflection on where
we have come from, where we are now and
where we are headed. This can be thought
of as a so-called “Spring Cleaning for the
Soul.” We have experienced Shrove Tuesday
together as a final indulgence and reminder
of the many blessings we enjoy in abun-
dance. Then we moved into Ash Wednesday
and on this first day of Lent, hundreds of
millions of Christians received ashes on their
foreheads in churches all over the world.




Why ashes? Since Old Testament times,
ashes have been used as a symbol of mortal-
ity. When ashes are placed on our foreheads
we hear the words: “Remember that you
are dust and to dust you shall return.” It’s a
reminder that this 'seemingly' important
world, is but a passing affliction; and we
need to give more thought to what comes at
the end of our earthly life, which because of
Jesus Christ is eternal life.

Ashes are also a sign of our need for repen-
tance and a heartfelt acknowledgment that
we are sinners and fall short of the glory of
God. The sin of separation is part and
parcel of human nature; brokenness is the
human condition and surprise! We CHOSE
it in the Garden of Eden. Because of our
chosen path, we need Jesus Christ in order
to reconcile with God the Father. We do
this by turning back to God by the surren-
der to the power of the Holy Spirit. We
trust the promise and Covenant of our
Triune God (Father, Son and Holy Spirit) who
forgives us again and again and again. When
we intentionally or unintentionally hurt a
loved one, something deep inside of us tells
us that we need to say we are sorry. We
resolve not to hurt them again, but chances
are that someday we will, and that is the all-
too-human cycle of sin and repentance and
sinning again.

As the Bible points out, “We are all sinners
and fall short of the glory of God.” We all
need to turn back to God...this is called
“repentance” or “turning away from that
which leads only to death”. We need to
confess our turning away from God and turn
back, just like the Prodigal Son. And as

people of the resurrection, we can trust
completely on God’s gift of abundant grace
through the Son.

Lent gives us an intentional time of the year
to do just that in a very deep and meaning-
ful way. The word “Lent” comes from an
old English word for springtime; so think of
Lent as a form of “spring cleaning for the
soul”. Lent is the forty days before Easter, a
period of time that parallels the forty days
and nights that Jesus spent in the desert
being tempted just after His baptism. In the
great scope of things, Lent is a momentary
pause to rethink the fundamental purpose
of our lives. When we surrender to the
Holy Spirit of God it can be the occasion of
a momentous transformation; a first step
on a new pathway home to the Father who
waits with open arms. We are at the cross-
roads of becoming the people God has
called us to be.

A prayer by Brother Martin Luther focuses
us on this season of Lent:

“Lord Jesus, You are my righteousness, | am
your sin. In You | can become what | was
not. You took on yourself what was my sin;
and You set on me what was your right-
eousness. You became what you were not,
so that | might become what You are...
Righteous in the eyes of the Father.”

Martin Luther

Let our
Journey to
the cross and
empty tomb
begin.

Pastor Paul
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Midweek Lenten Services
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